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Welcome to the first issue of the
Making A Difference Newsletter.

We hope to be able to keep you up to date of changes that are happening in
Doncaster and also the things the parent forum are involved in.

Many parents have told us that they miss the useful information that used to be
available to them via TIE. We hope to be able to bring you a similar service back
in the form of our Making A Difference Newsletter and we would love to receive
your ideas, suggestions and articles of what you might like to see in future
issues.

In this issue we thought we should introduce ourselves properly and give you an
overview of what we do and what we are involved in. In future issues, we hope to include articles written by parents or
young people plusamore varied content so there is something for everyone.

You can contact us by:

Writing to: Making A Difference, PO Box 1160, Doncaster, DN1 9NS
Email: maria@madparentforum.com or natalie@madparentforum.com

Telephone: 07818 828057 (Maria) or 07818 874074 (Natalie)

Website: www.madparentforum.com

Making A Difference

Why are we called Making A Difference?

Parents chose to call the parent forum Making A Difference following suggestions submitted by

parents.

It was felt that it was important for the parent forum to have it's own identity and a vote on the name was
takenat a full forum meeting where it was an overwhelming majority vote for Making A Difference.

We are called Making A Difference, however some people have chosen to abbreviate this and use the
acronym M.A.D. soyou may hear us being referred to using a variety of names.
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Who are we?

Making A Difference is Doncaster's Parent Forum. It is made up of parents and carers who have children and
young people with disabilities aged 0-25 years. Parents and Carers form the membership of the forum and there
is a committee which helps with the organisation and running of the overall forum. Here is alittle bit about each
of them:

Maria Rydel is the Chairperson of Making
A Difference. Maria hasa 13 year old son
with ADHD and Global Developmental
Delay.

Natalie Nicholson is the Vice-Chair and
Secretary of the forum. Natalie hasan 11
year old daughter with Rett Syndrome.

Judith Drabble is the Vice-Secretary of
Making A Difference. Judith has three
children aged 15, 11 & 10 and they each
have Foetal Alcohol Syndrome.

Amanda Hoff is the Treasurer and has
two children aged 10 & 8, both have
Autism.

As you can see, each of the committee members bring
their own experiences and skills to the committee and
each member advocates for all children and families, not
justtheir own child or their child's condition.

How does Doncaster's forum work?

Why has Making A

Difference been created?
Making A Difference was set up as part of the
Government agenda related to the Aiming
High for Disabled Children work that has been
happening in each Local Authority area.
However, this time, there has been a formal
commitment from the Government and
funding has been available to support parent
forums for the past three years.

The Government have recently committed
themselves to continue funding parent
forums for a further four years, so we aren't
going anywhere and we want to involve as
many of you as we can in the forum and the
things we do.

Parent participation is working in Doncaster
and we want to build on that. We can't do it
without you and professionals are really
starting to engage with us. They frequently
ask us to attend meetings to contribute our
ideas and suggestions about improvements to
service delivery in Doncaster and hopefully
some of the families already involved with us
will have started to notice a difference!

The Making A Difference Forum hold both formal meetings (four times per year) and also social events to
keep the balance of having some fun while chatting about the things that matter the most to us.

We arrange sub-group meetings to discuss ways forward with particular services or issues and we also look at
the recommendations we would make as parents to the Head of the Service in question.

Following this, meetings are arranged with the Head of the Service in order to put forward the
recommendations and see if they will work with us in order to make satisfactory changes.

We are also invited to a number of meetings and consultation events where services want opinions and
feedback from parents who have a child or young person with a disability.

We also offer an opportunity for dads and male carers who are members of the forum to meet each otheron a
monthly basis through our M.A.D. Dads Group. You canread more aboutthem on page 4.

We try to keep in touch with as many of our members as possible via telephone, text or email.




We also have regular meetings with Karen Mosgrove
(Service Manager for Children with Disabilities) and
Chris Pratt (Director of Children & Young People's
Service), where we discuss issues that are affecting
parents and ways of overcoming these.

What have we been involved
in so far?

We have been involved in a wide range of meetings
and consultations. We have parent representatives

sitting on the following strategic meeting boards: . . .
g g g g We hope over a series of future issues, we can bring you

. Aiming High Governance Board articles from both Karen and Chris to show you the ways

5 Aiming High Playscheme Board we are working together to improve the services in

. Planning meetings for Harmony House Doncaster for children and young people with

c Aiming High website development disabilities.

5 SENCO/Inclusion Manager termly meetings

5 Behaviour, Emotional & Social Difficulties Following our launch event in February 2009, we have
(BESD) Consultation also arranged a conference for parents, carers and

. Personalisation Planning Meetings professionals and also more recently a successful

. Scrutiny and Overview Panel for DMBC Awards Ceremony to celebrate the 'good' in Doncaster,

. Meetings with Councillors & Elected the changes that have happened and the significant
Members of the Council improvement in professionals listening to parents and

. Transition Strategic Strategy Group taking on board their viewsin order toimprove services.

Glitz and Glamour Came to Doncaster!

The Awards Ceremony was a
significant occasion for Making A
Difference. It was the firsttime that
parents and professionals were in a
room together, actually celebrating
what was good about Doncaster!
Hard to believe, we know!!

It was a Friday night and the schools
had broken up for February half
term ... but guess what? ... There
was representation from every
special school in Doncaster, there
were others from Education, Social
Care and even Health! On top of
this, Chris Pratt, Councillor Andrea
Milner and the elected Mayor,
Peter Davis, also attended the
prestigious evening! All of them
showing their commitment to
continuing to work with Making A
Differencein the future.

An added bonus was our celebrity
guest, Roxanne Pallet (formerly
from Emmerdale and Dancing on
Ice) who came along to help us

present the awards.

Many services recognised there
was still a long way to go, but we
celebrated the fact that they
recognise this and they are willing
to change with our help and
support. We laid down the gauntlet
and set the scene for the next 12
months!! We announced that we
would like to arrange another
Awards Ceremony next February
and again, parents who are
members of Making A Difference
would have the opportunity to
nominate individuals and services
that they feel have developed or
made a difference to their lives.

By creating healthy 'competition’
between the services that already
know about us and encouraging
new services to come on board, we
feel that we are bound to increase
the quality of services for our
families! They all want to win an
Oscarl!!!
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This time, parents will be asked for
their reasons for their nominations
and a decision panel will be set up
to consider the overall winners of
each category based on the
information given by you.

It is never too late to join Making A
Difference's membership list,
ensuring you receive all the up to
date information, training
opportunities and support that you
need. Please note that you will

need to be a member in order to
submit a nomination, towards the
end of the year.




Hello.we want to tell you about our
Dads Group called M.A.D. Dads.
M.A.D. is an acronym for Making A
Difference so we are called Making A
Difference Dads. We are a support
group for Dads with children who have
additional needs. We are also a sub
group of the main Parent's Forum
Making A Difference - The Parents Way.

Our group began in June 2009 when
two dads came to the first meeting at
Edlington Children's Centre. Both dads
did not know what to expect from the
meeting so began telling their story.
It was an emotional two hours but was
also warm and comforting for two dads
to share their experiences with each
other when dads normally keep things
to themselves.

M.A.D. Dads are going from strength to

Coming Together

strength. Starting with two dads we
have now grown to twenty four
members ranging from Dads, Grand
Dads, Foster Dads, Adoptive Dads,
Carers, and Siblings. Some new dads
find the group amazing as it has shown
them that they are not on their own
when it comes to problems, issues, and
aroller coaster ride of emotions.

We have recently joined together and
supported each other in running a

number of events that we all shared
with each other and enjoyed together
as a group. These events included
going to see Doncaster Rovers play,
Bowling, Ice Skating, and Laser Combat
at Bawtry. All these events included
taking our children and siblings outas a
family unit. Our last event took us to
the Dog Racing at Stainforth. This was
a Dad and Partner only event, which

included some older siblings.
Although we love our children dearly, it
is important to also have time out as a
couple, to relax and have fun, and this
event ticked all those boxes. Some of
our dads had not been out like this fora
long time and commented that they
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Our meetings are now held at Thorne
Children's Centre, Armthorpe
Children's Centre, Edlington Children's
Centre, and Wheatley Children's
Centre, and they all currently take it in
turns to accommodate us on a rota
basis.

We meet informally at 6.30pm on the
first Wednesday of every month. We
share our experiences, our stories, and
our time together. We bring our
children to the meeting for them to
enjoy the facilities at the centres, and
we occasionally bring snacks to enjoy
in between the chatting. Our night
comestoanendatabout8.30pm.

If you are reading this article and you
are a dad who has a child with a child
with a disability and/or additional
needs, you are more than welcome to
join us at any time, and hopefully
becomeaM.A.D. Dad.

We got together and had a fantastic day and if we hadn't met at M.A.D. Dads group
and got together and become really good friends this wouldn't have happened. This
works for parents and children.

Hi. I'm Dave Chandler and I'm a
member of M.A.D. Dads. | have
been going to the group for 2 years

now.
This has led to friendship and supporting each other. We see each other regularly

At the beginning of each session we and have lots to talkabout, and the children have also become good friends.
have a short overview of each

other'ssituation.

We meet on the first Wednesday of
the month, which started at
Edlington, but has expanded to
cover Thorne, Armthorpe and
Wheatley.

After hearing each individual's
circumstances, lan (another dad)
and | decided to get together,
where lan invited me and Brandon
to spend the day with him, Judith
and their children Caitlin, Chloe
and lan Peter.

Contact Dad's Group on: 07919 464379
or email dads@madparentforum.com
















